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By Kristin Gasser 

 

MLA 8th Edition Changes 
 

Within the Research Paper 

 No title page is to be used for the cover of the research paper. 
 No change has been made in heading, spacing, or appearance of the paper.  The style 

sheet still calls for 12 point standard typeface, double-spaced from the heading through 

the work cited page, including the running header with the page number in the upper 

right-hand corner. 

 It is no longer required to use two spaces after a period.  Be consistent in using either 

one or two spaces after a period within the research paper. 

 Titles listed within the text are to be italicized, not underlined. 

 For long quotes that are more than four lines, indent an additional 1 inch from the 

standard left margin.  The long quote is to remain double-spaced. 

 

Within the Work Cited Page 

 No underlining is to be used for titles.  Italics are to be used instead. 

 If two or more entries have the same author, use three hyphens to replace the 

author’s name.  Follow the hyphens with a period, then the title of the work, and all 

other publication information following MLA format. 

 Medium is no longer used. 
 If no date can be found, an access date is to be used instead of N.D. (No Date). 

 

NEW! The Core Elements 

When deciding how to cite your source, start by consulting the list of core elements. These are 

the general pieces of information that MLA suggests including in each Works Cited entry. In 

your citation, the elements should be listed in the following order: 

 

1. Author. 

2. Title of source. 

3. Title of container, 

4. Other contributors, 

5. Version, 

6. Number, 

7. Publisher, 

8. Publication date, 

9. Location. 

 

Each element should be followed by the punctuation mark shown above.  In this new version, 

punctuation is simpler, and information about the source is kept to the basic core elements.  Any 

information that is not found, is to be skipped. 

 

Containers (#3 above) is now used to refer to the larger whole in which the source is located.  

For example, if you want to cite an article that appears on a website, the individual article is the 

source while the larger website is the container. 
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 Example Research Paper 

 

 

Example Work Cited Page 
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How to Set Up and Create a Research Paper in Google Docs 

1) First, select Times New Roman from the Font menu. Next, select 12 from the Font Size 

menu. Lastly, click the Line Spacing button and select Double. 

2) Add a proper MLA heading first. See example essay on page 2 if you do not know how to do 

a proper MLA heading. 

3) Add your title centered (Ctrl + Shift + E) in the line directly under your MLA heading. DO 

NOT bold, italics, or underline the title! 

4) If required to have a running head: Click in the Insert menu, select Page Number, and 

click the first box with two pages one in front of the other with page numbers in the upper 

right corner. Before the page number, add your last name leaving two spaces between your 

last name and the page number. Lastly, select your last name and the page number and 

change the font to Times New Roman and 12. Click down by your title to get close the 

Header. 

5) Begin your essay in the first line after the title. 

6) When done with your essay, add your works cited page on its own page and title it Works 

Cited. 

7) DO NOT use bullets or numbers to begin your citations list. 

8) Follow the format for each type of citation you add (see pages 5-8 in this packet). Use the 

Enter key to begin each new citation on its own line. 

9) Add a hanging indent for each entry that goes to a second line by putting your cursor at the 

beginning of the second line. Hit Enter on your keyboard once. Nothing will happen, so 

click Tab once. This should indent your second line. Repeat for third and fourth lines of 

citations! 

10) All entries should be listed alphabetically. This is best done by alphabetizing as you go.  If 

not alphabetized when you are done, cut (Ctrl + X) the citation you need to move and paste 

(Ctrl + V) where it needs to go. You may need to hit enter to make sure that each citation 

starts on its own line! 

 

* Each teacher you have may vary in what he or she requires for a research paper (Ex: 2.0 

spacing vs. 1.5 spacing). 
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Ten Guidelines to Follow for Research Papers 

1) All writing assignments must be turned in according to MLA guidelines. 

2) Assignments must be typed, double-spaced using 12 point font Times New Roman. 

3) Leave one or two spaces after a period or other concluding punctuation mark.  Whichever 

you use, be consistent!  

4) You must have a heading in the top left-hand corner of the first page.  Include your name, 

your teacher’s name, class name with period number, and the date each on separate lines. 

5) Center the title. Do not boldface, italicize, or underline your title.  Do not put it in quotation 

marks either. 

6) Be sure to have a running head, which includes your last name and page number in the upper 

right-hand corner.  

7) Double-space the entire paper, including the heading, title, works cited page, etc. 

8) Parenthetical citations must be inserted in the body of the research paper according to MLA 

guidelines. 

9) The last page of the research paper will be your works cited page! 

10) As always, proofread your work before submitting your final copy! 

 

                          

 

For more information on MLA Guideline see the following links: 

 MLA - https://style.mla.org/whats-new/ 

 The OWL at Purdue: https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/ 
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MLA Work Cited Samples 

Books (including eBooks) 

Last Name, First Name. Title of Book. Publisher, Publication Date. 

 

One author 

Blackwood, Gary.  The Shakespeare Stealer.  Dutton, 1998. 

Two authors 

Cummings, Pat, and Linda Cummings.  Talking with Adventures.  National Geographic, 1998. 

No author given 

Webster’s Word Histories.  Merriam, 1989. 

 

Magazines 

Author(s). "Title of Article." Title of Periodical, Day Month Year, pages. 

Talcott, Richard.  "Great Comets."  Astronomy, May 2004: 36-41. 

 

Reference Books (including Encyclopedia) 

Author of Article (if given).  "Article Title."  Title of Book.  Edition.  Year of Publication. 

Lesko, Leonard H.  "Pyramids."  The World Book Encyclopedia.  2001 ed.  2001. 
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Electronic Databases, including Encyclopedia Entries found online 

Author. “Title.” Title of container (self-contained if book), Other contributors (translators 

or editors), Version (edition), Number (vol. and/or no.), Publisher, Publication Date, 

Location (pages, paragraphs and/or URL, DOI or permalink). Date of Access (if 

applicable). 

Langhamer, Claire. “Love and Courtship in Mid-Twentieth-Century England.” Historical 

Journal, vol. 50, no. 1, 2007, pp. 173-96. ProQuest, doi:10.1017/S0018246X06005966. 

Accessed 27 May 2009. 

 

Entire Website 

Editor, author, or compiler name (if available). Name of Site. Version number, Name of 

institution/organization affiliated with the site (sponsor or publisher), date of 

resource creation (if available), URL. Date of access (if applicable). 

The Purdue OWL Family of Sites. The Writing Lab and OWL at Purdue and Purdue U, 2016,  

owl.english.purdue.edu/owl. Accessed 19 Sept. 2016. 

 

Web Page 

Editor, author, or compiler name (if available). “Web Page Title.” Name of Site, Version 

number, Name of institution/organization affiliated with the site (sponsor or 

publisher), date of resource creation (if available), URL, DOI or permalink. Date of 

access (if applicable). 

Green, Joshua. “The Rove Presidency.” The Atlantic.com, Atlantic Monthly Group, Sept. 2007. 

http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2007/09/the-rove-presidency/306132/. 

Accessed 15 May 2008. 
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Pictures or Images (also known as Digital Files) 

Artwork (Paintings, Published Photographs, etc.) 

Artist’s Name.  Title of the Picture or Image.  Date of Creation, Institution and city where 

the work is housed.  Name of the website.  Date Accessed. 

Klee, Paul.  Twittering Machine.  1922, Museum of Modern Art, New York.  The Artchive. 

Accessed 22 May 2006. 

Other Images Found on Web 

Artist’s Name.  “Title of the Picture or Image.”  Name of Site, Name of 

institution/organization affiliated with the site (sponsor or publisher), date of 

resource creation (if available), URL. Date of access (if applicable). 

Adams, Clifton R. “People relax beside a swimming pool at a country estate near Phoenix, 

Arizona, 1928.”  Found, National Geographic Creative, 2 Jun. 2016, 

natgeofound.tumblr.com/. 

 

YouTube or Other Video Clips 

Author (if available).  “Title of Video.”  Title of Website, Uploader, Date video was posted, 

URL. 

“8 Hot Dog Gadgets put to the Test.” YouTube, uploaded by Crazy Russian Hacker, 6 Jun. 2016, 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=WBlpjSEtELs. 

McGonigal, Jane. “Gaming and Productivity.” YouTube, uploaded by Big Think, 3 July 2012, 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=mkdzy9bWW3E. 
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Podcasts 

 

Author (if available).  “Title of Podcast Episode.”  Title of Podcast.  Date published, URL.  

Date accessed if necessary. 

“Best of Not My Job.” Wait Wait…Don’t Tell Me! from NPR, 4 June 2016,  

http://www.npr.org/podcasts/344098539/wait-wait-don-t-tell-me. 

 

Tweets 

User name.  “The tweet in its entirety.”  Twitter, Date, time of posting.  URL. 

@tombrokaw. "SC demonstrated why all the debates are the engines of this campaign." Twitter, 

22 Jan. 2012, 3:06 a.m., twitter.com/tombrokaw/status/160996868971704320. 

 

Digital Files (PDFs, MP3s, JPEGs) 

Author. Title. Publisher, Publication Date, Location (pages, paragraphs and/or URL, DOI 

or permalink). Date of Access (if applicable). 

Council of Writing Program Administrators, National Council of Teachers of English, and  

National Writing Project. Framework for Success in Postsecondary Writing. CWPA,  

NCTE, and NWP, 2011, wpacouncil.org/files/framework-for-success-postsecondary-

writing.pdf. 

 

*If the work does not follow traditional parameters for citation, give the author’s name, the name 

of the work, the date of creation, and the location. 

Beethoven, Ludwig van. Moonlight Sonata. Crownstar, 2006. 


